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Elsewhere

Senators Find President's
%

Fall, Hitchcock and Wi
Mind "Clear as a Bell";
son Discuss Mexican Issue

ü. S. tuts Uff
Noted Trains
To Save Coal

.Twentieth Century" and
"Broadway Limited"
Sacrificed in Slash on

150 Eastern Railroads

Reduction in Effect
Next Wednesday

New Order Declared More
Drastic Than Any Pro¬
mulgated in War Time

Sweeping reduction in passenger
service on railroads of the Eastern
section to save fuel was announced
yesterday by A. T. Hardin, Eastern
Regional Director of Railroads.
The order becomes effective on

Wednesday, when it curtails to a

war-Jime minimum the passenger
traffic on 150 railroads in this re¬

gion. It was intimated the slashing'
of schedules is even more drastic
than during the late war. Revised
schedules were said to be in the
process of preparation, to be ready
for publication early next week.
The New York Central will lose

one of its most famous trains, the
Twentieth Century Limited, which
has been running between New York
and Chicago for twenty-nine years
without interruption. It was an¬
nounced by the Pennsylvania Rail¬
road that the Broadway Limited,
also running between New York and
Chicago, will disappear from the
schedule on Wednesday. Both of
these trains make the thousand-mile
trip in twenty hours.

Special Trains Wiped Out
Special trains no longer will be

run for any purpose, it was an¬
nounced. Second sections of regular
trains will pass out also, it was said,
except between cities ot dense popu¬
lation.
A 10 per cent reduction in passenger

and train service in New England was
ordered yesterday. The curtailment,
which becomes effective Wednesday,
was ordered directly from Washington,
pnd is similar to the order issued re¬

cently to Western railroads, save that
the cut there was 33 per cent.
Mr. Hardin'8 announcement, made at

his office in the Grand Central Termi¬
nal, follows:
. "For the purpose of conserving fuel
and to protect and provide sufficient
transportation an order has been givenfor a reduction in train service, ef¬
fective 12:01 a. m. Wednesday, Decem¬
ber 10, on all railroads in the Eastern
region.

Famous Flier Ordered Off
"The Twentieth Century Limited of

the New York Central Railroad will
discontinue operation after the train
completes its trip to its terminal on
Tuesday, December 9. This is neces¬
sary not only to conserve fuel, but
also to afford the freest facility for
expeditious movement of fuel wherethere may be acute shortages, espe¬cially ¡n the West, at the present time.Passengers who have obtained reser¬
vations upon this train for dates afterits suspension will, so far as practi¬cable, be accommodated on other
through trains upon application to theticket agent.
"The reduction in service will be

general on all roads and will be made
so far as practicable on the severallines having common termini to sup¬port each other and afford the maxi¬
mum service with a minimum numberof trains, with the least inconvenienceto the traveling: public."No special trains are to be run forpleasure travel. No second section of
regular trains will be operated exceptin case of coach travel to and fromi.ties of dense population, and thenonly when absolutely indispensable."The revised schedules are now be¬ing prepared and will be posted in all
stations and information will be fur¬nished to all agencies and to the pressas quickly as possible."

Imperator to Sail on Schedule
The Fuel Administration's order pro¬hibiting furnishing bunker coal to for¬eign ships became effective yesterday.It was thought at first the Imperator,recently taken over by the British,*ould be prevented from sailing onDecember 10 as scheduled, but it sub¬

sequently was learned that provisionnsd been made to fill the bunkers ofthe vessel before the order became of«etive.
The Cunard Line announced it hadftade arrangements for bunkering its»hips at Halifax. It has only one ves-Wl here now, the Imperator. 'The'rench Line's La Touraine will sail to-

«fct V¿^ enou<?h coal in ner bunkers to**. her to Havre. It was said, how-.Wr, no arrangements had been made» obtain coal for the return journeyvL* Lorraine, which arrived here
r «*y from Havr<-

.«. W. Thomas, superintendent in
tuV of ^rations of the Interna¬te? Mercantile Marine, which con-

t*\A u* '8rKe ^eet °' foreign vessels,:T0 ni» company had no ships in port
tltafie8ent' Ten 8niPs are due before

| >>_^nrstof the year and no provision
Continued on paye three
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Missouri ISfow
Controls Mines^

Formally Taken Over by
State When Strikers
Fail to Return to Work

Special Correnpondtvce
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo., Dec. 5.--The

Governor of Missouri took over the coal
mines of this state to-day and will
operate them under military control.
Miners had been warned of this ac¬
tion if they did not return to the
fields by noon to-day. At that hour
William C. Lewis advised Adjutant
General Clark that the men were still
idle, and the state came into formal
control of the mines.
The Barton County fields, it was said,will be, in effect, a large military campunder the strictest military descipline.

No public meeting will be permitted
nor will the public be permitted to
visit the quarters occupied by the men
working in the mines, it is the pur¬
pose of the state to control the entire
district with an iron hand.

Colonel P^. M. Stayton, of Independ¬
ence, who has been appointed superin¬tendent of the state's operation, is in
the mining district. The state is as¬
sured of ample men to work the mines.
Work was resumed in the mines near

Trenton earlier in the wçek, but these
are small, and their output probablywill not exceed local consumption.
Adjutant General Clark explained

some of the difficulties of the state
working the Barton County shallow
mines. There is no place to quarter
volunteers in the little towns in this
district, and tents will have to be sup¬plied, ho said. The state has tents
sufficient to accommodate 1,000 and
an adundance of food for a large num¬
ber of men.
The Adjutant General'said every pro¬vision would be made for caring for

the men who volunteer to mine coal,
no matter how many there may be.
"Most drastic measures will be

adopted when the state starts to op¬
erate the Barton County mines," the
Adjutant General said. "There will be
no speech making. All efforts will be
along the line of producing actual re¬
sults and giving the public the relief
so earnestly desired."

Lansing Ignored
By Mr. Wilson

Hitchcock Says Secre~
tary Was Not Consulted
on Mexican Situation

Nev> York Tribune
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON, Dec. 5..One result
of the President's talk with Senators
Fall and Hitchcock over the Mexican
situation to-day was to revive rumors
of the split between the President and
Secretary Lansing. It was brought out
that the President had not, seen Mr.
Lansing since William C. Bullitt quot¬ed Mr. Lansing before the Foreign Re¬
lations Committee last August. At that
time Mr. Bullitt quoted Mr. Lansing as
saying the treaty was "thoroughly
bad," and that the American people, if
they realized what "it lets us in for,"
would demand its rejection.

Mr. Lansing did not deny what Mr.
Bullitt said, and it was thought at the
time that he shortly would resign his
place in the Cabinet, in view of this
sharp difference with the President
over the question in which the
President was more interested than any
other one thing, if not everything else
put together.
At the time Mr. Lansing was near

Watertown, N. Y., and he did not re-
turn to Washington until after the
President started on his Western
speechmaking tour in behalf of the
very thing which Mr. Lansing had
been quoted as criticizing, the peace
treaty.

It developed to-day, both Senators
Hitchcock and Fall admitted, that the
President had been advised in a gen-
eral way about the Mexican situation.
This advice, however, it was stated by
Mr. Hitchcock, came from other mem-
bers of the Cabinet than Mr. Lansing,
as Mr. Lansing testified before the
Foreign Relations Committee that he
had not consulted the President on the
Jenkins case and had not seen the
President since his breakdown.

-.-.- i

Nebraska Farmers Burn
Com at $1.50 a Bushel

Special Correspondence
OMAHA, Dec. B.--For the first time

in twenty-five years, Nebraska farmers
are burning corn for fuel, according to
reports to-day from cities over the
state.
Nebraska has practically no forests

and wood is available in only a few
districts. The corn that is beingburned is worth $1.85 to $1.50 a bushel.
Back in the '90s, during the hard times
in the West, corn was selling at from
three to seven cents a bushel, and
farmers found it cheaper to burn the
corn than to sell it and buy coal. To-'
day the farmers are unable to secure
the coal, although they all have bigj bank accounts.
Corn on the ear makes an extremelyhot fire, even hotter than coal, but is

not so lasting.

Vatican Held To Be a Power
League of Nations Committee

Will Not Exclude Holy See
BRUSSELS, Dec. 5..The committee

of the conference of the associations
folr the league of nations decided to-
day that the Holy See could not be re-
garded as a nation, but expressed the
view that it was a power and that there
was no important reason for exclusion
of the Vatican from representation in
the league of, nations. The question
was referred to a special committee.
The draft of statutes to be the sub-

jeet of discussion at the next session
of the conference was adopted. A res-
olution ah;o was carried providing that
members of the states determine their
own method of appointing delegates to
the league of nations assembly.

GasExplosion
Closes Shows,
Delays Race

Manholes Blown Highlnto
Air, Wires Twisted and
WindowsShatteredNear
27th St. and 6th Ave.

Streets Plunged
Into Darkness

Many Escape Serious In¬
jury as Firemen and
Police Act Quickly
A short circuit in a conduit in front

of the New York Edison Company sub¬
station at Twenty-seventh Street and
Sixth Avenue shot a spark into a pocket
of gas at 8 o'clock last night. With
the roar of the explosion a manhole lid
at the corner went soaring, followed by
a thirty-inch jet of burning gas, which
shot high into the air and then sub¬
sided to a steady column of fire about
four feet in height.
Another detonation followed as a

second iron lid, a bit to the eastward,
went sailing. Reports and calvos came
in quick succession until every man¬
hole cover on Twenty-seventh Street
between Sixth and Fifth Avenues had
been blown up and spouts of fióme bil¬
lowed in the wind all along the street.
Crossed wires and short circuits soon

added the clangor of burglar alarm
gongs to the din and began to inter¬
fere with private and municipal lights.
In the midst of the six-day bicycle race
the lights in Madison Square Garden
winked out. The race was suspended
for an hour and the building cleared.
Later those who held ticket stubs were

permitted to return, but at the request
of the police the box office was closed
until 6 a. m. The audience had been
warned by the announcer that trouble
with the lights was to be expected, and
that they were to keep their seats and
senses if darkness came suddenly. Fire¬
men furnished lanterns to enable them
to find their way out.

No Lack of Fuel
Either gas mains had been leakingfor some time or the force of the ex-

plosion had burst them, for the roar-
ing geysers of flame seemed in no need
of fuel. The insulation of the wires
beneath the street caught fire, and the
flames sprang green and blue and violet
as well as yellow from their craters.
The first patrolman to^catch sight of

the phenomenon turned in a fire alarm
and sent a verbal report to the West
Twentieth Street police station, which
brought the reserves from that pre-cinct and from four others under In-
spector Boland. The emergency crews
of the Edison company and the gas
company came clanging to the scene.

Twenty-seventh Street was the core
of the trouble and the only street, in
which flames burst forth, but manholes
were blown up as far north as Twenty-ninth Street and east to Fourth Ave¬
nue. The police established lines at
Twenty-fourth Street and at Twenty-ninth Street. All traffic on Broadway
was held up.

Many Windows Blown Out
The force of the explosions shattered

hundreds of windows, some of them
large plate glass show windows. The
glass fell outward into the street and
hats in the Stetson Hat Company shop
at 1157 Broadway were blown to the
sidewalk with the glass of the broken
window. The heavy plate glass in the
New York Telephone Company build¬
ing at 1158 Broadway was broken. A
widening crack appeared in the side¬
walk in front of a Regal Shoe Company
store at Twenty-seventh Street and
Fifth Avenue.

Sixteen hundred persons kept, their
seats in Proctor's Fifth Avenue Thea¬
ter, at Broadway and Twenty-eighth
Street, throughout the excitement.
About 10 o'clock Fire Chief Kenlon,
who had taken command of the fire¬
men, warned the management that it
must be ready for "any emergency."
Ushers and other employees were

supplied with electric torches, the
orchestra was instructed to keep on
playing whatever happened and the
players were warned that the house
might suddenly be plunged in dark¬
ness. The lights began to grow dim
and Sullivan and Company, who were
on the stage, told the audience that
the performance would have to stop.The orchestra struck up a lively air
and by the time the last glow had
laded from the incandescents the audi¬
ence had found its way out, all the
exits having been thrown open.

Crowds Ordered Back
Shortly after 9 o'clock Chief Kenlon

ordered every one back from a build¬
ing at Twenty-seventh Street and
Broadway. Every window in the struc¬
ture had been smashed by the explo¬
sions, but the Fire Chief feared that
gas would accumulate in the sub-cellar
which might become ignited and causé
the collapse of the building.
Smoke from the burning insulation

in the conduits filled the vicinity,
which was abnormally dark besides,
because of the extinction of several
street lights and of virtually all lights
in every shop. Fearing additional ex¬

plosions in which pedestrians confused
by the smoke and gloom might be in¬
jured, Chief Kenlon had the covers
removed from all the manholes be¬
tween Twenty-sixth and Thirty-first
streets and Fourth and Seventh ave¬
nues. It was a nerve-wracking task.
with the picture of the explosions and
flames vivid in their memories, but
the firemen went at it doggedly. Sand

Continued on page six
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Treaty WillL
In Senate, S

President, Believing Resp
ed, Will Not Withdrj
Present It Until Aftei

New York Tribune1 Wanliiimton Bureau1 WASHINGTON, Dec. 5..President
Wilson will not make any effort "for
some time" to revive the peace treaty
with Germany, he told Senator Hitch¬
cock, Senate leader of the Administra¬
tion forces, at the conclusion of the
White House conference on Mexico to¬
day.
As a result of this attitude on the

part of the President, the treaty will
remain dormant in the Senate until
Mr. Wilson acts, which Mr. Hitchcock
said probably would not be until after
the Christmas holidays. Under the
rules of the Senate the treaty, havingbeen rejected by that body, is dead
until revived by being withdrawn andI resubmitted by the President.

Senator Hitchcock, who was unable
to see the President last Saturday and
discuss the treaty situation with him
after Mr. Hitchcock had hurried back
to Washington to ke?p a scheduled ap-pointment, remained in the President's
bedroom after tho Mexican situation
had been discussed and asked the Pres-
ident what his plans were in regard to
the treaty.

Believes Responsibility Shifted
"The President seems to think that

the responsibility has been shifted to
other shoulders, and he will let it staythere for the present," said SenatorHitchcock. "He will do nothing for
a while."
Senator Hitchcock said that he dis-

cussed the. treaty situation with thePresident only for a few minutes. ThePresident indicated, said the Senator,that he would not withdraw the treatyfrom the Senate nor make any move
toward obtaining its ratification for
some timo.

Mr. Wilson's statement to Senator

jDr. Copeland,
Denied Funds,
Tries to Quit

Hylan Rejects Resignation
of Health Commissioner,
Who Clashes With Craig;
To Vote Money Monday

Aroused by the refusal of Comptrol-
1er Craig to permit the Board of Esti-
mate to pass on an appropriation of
$38,000 for the treatment of drug ad-
diets, Dr. Royal S. Copeland, Conimis-
sioner of Health, offered his resig-
nation to Mayor Hylan yesterday. The
tender, made in the course of the board
meeting, was declined by the Mayor.

Comptroller Craig had twice suc¬

ceeded in blocking a resolution appro¬
priating $38,000 for the hospital for
drug addicts on North Brother Island.

"This means that the hospital will
have to be closed," said Dr. Copeland,
concerning the failure to secure the
appropriation.

"I don't think you'!) do any injury to
j the public ir. closing your drug ad¬
dicts' scheme," retorted the Comptrol¬
ler.

Attacks Craig
"I'm glad you have come out in the

open and voiced your feelings," said
Dr. Copeland.

Then, addressing the Mayor, he said:
"I only accepted the Health Commis-

sionership at your urgent pleadings.There are only two threads which now
tie me to the job, milk and drugs. If
this board hasn't sufficient stamina in
it to do what is right by the Health
Department, then I very respectfully
tender my resignation."
Mayor Hylan told the Commissioner

he could not force the Comptroller to
vote for the proposition, but that it
probably could be adopted next Friday,
when the' Comptroller's three votes
alone could not block it.
The Health Commissioner said the

$38,000 was for salaries and supplies.
Comptroller Craig objected that some
of these items were for salary in¬
creases and that the Commissioner by
employing help he had not been au¬
thorized to take on had violated the
law.

Offers to Resign
"You're against every matter involv¬

ing the public health!" shouted Dr.
Copeland to the Comptroller.

"That's ridiculous!" exclaimed the
Comptroller. "The record of your
votes in this board will show it," re¬
torted Dr. Copeland.
Borough President Loughman also

expressed dissatisfaction with the
manner of treating drug addict.?. He
said city magistrates told him old
drug addicts, who get their heroin and
other "dope" from the Health Depart¬
ment clinics, give it to those who have
never used drugs before.

"If we had the money we'd put all
the drug addicts in an institution,"
Dr Copeland said.

Dr. Copeland visited the Mayor by
invitation at his office at 4 p. m. The
two were together for nearly three
hours.
The Mayor said the board would

meet on Monday to vote the funds.
«-

Martial Law in Berlin Ends
BERLIN, Dec. 5..The Prussian gov¬

ernment has abolished martial law in
Greater Berlin.

"BIDDIES"
; at the Selwyn Theatre clean, wholpsisme
I comedy with delightful music..Advt.

ie Dormant
'ays Hitchcock
>onsibility Has Been Shift-
aw Document and Again
. Holidays, Leader Asserts
Hitchcock is the first official word ofthe President's plans received by Ad¬
ministration forces since the Senate
on November 13 rejected the treaty,both with the Lodge reservations and
without any reservations. Word from
the White House as to how they should
proceed has been eagerly awaited bythe Democratic friends of the treatyin the Senate.
Senator Hitchcock announced afterthe vote on the treaty that the Presi¬

dent would make important conces¬
sions toward a compromise on reserva¬
tions, and the Senator has been dis¬
cussing a compromise informally with
the reservations during the last two
weeks.
The President's statement to Sena¬

tor Hitchcock leaves the Democratic
friends of the treaty without any planswhatever. Senator Hitchcock said
that they would wait until the Presi¬
dent acted. In the meantime, the in¬
formal discussions on a compromise on
reservations that might eventually ob-
tain ratification will be continued.
The group of "irreconcilable" oppo-

nents of tho treaty received news of
the President's views with gratilica-lion.

"I do not know just what shoulders
the President thinks the responsibilityis on, but if he moans that it is upon
some of our shoulders the shoulders
aro only too willing to bear the bur¬
den," said Senator Johnson, of Cali¬
fornia. "The Lord be praised! I hopethat he will do nothing at any time
with regard to the treaty."

No Compromise Authorized
Tho Democratic leaders are not au-

thorized to submit any compromise
propositions to the Republicans, and
the Republicans have given an ulti¬
matum to tho Administration Senators
that they will insist that the Lodge
reservations be accepted with few it'
any changes.

London Hears
Allies Threaten
Mfaine invasion
Occupation of Essen and

Frankfort Is Mentioned
as Measure to Force
Peace Protocol on Berlin

LONDON, Dec. 5..There was a per¬
sistent rumor in the Stock Exchange
this morning that the Supreme Council
of the peace conference had threatened
Germany that unless the final peace
terms were agreed to Allied troops
would occupy Essen and Frankfort.
Up to this time the market has not
been affected by the report.

Official announcement that Field
Marshal Wilson has gone to Paris in
responso to "an urgent summons to
consult Marshal Foch in connection
with the peace treaty" is regarded by
some morning papers as of considera-1
ble significance. It is printed beside
the address mai'e in Glasgow last even¬
ing by Andrew B«.r.ar Law, in which he]said he believed the Allies had the
power, and if necessary .will exercise it,
to insure ratification of the Versailles
treaty by Germany. It is suggested
that steps to exert pressure on Ger¬
many may be imminent.
Enough Finger Wagging, Says "Mail"
"There has been enough solemn fin-

ger wagging at the Germans, who have
come to believe it safe to defy the
Allies," says "The Daily Mail," in com¬
menting on the situation. "A wise and
merciful course would be to tell them
plainly that if within a fixed time they
do not comply with the Allied condi-
tions and fulfill the treaty terms the
blockade»will be renewed."

PARIS, Doc. 5..The Supreme Council
of the peace conference this morning
considered further the note to be sent
to Germany regarding the signature to
the protocol of the peace treaty, but
did not complete tho document.
The secret meeting held by the Su¬

preme Council yesterday, with Marshal
Foch and General Weigand, the mar¬
shal's assistant, in attendance, has pro¬
voked a great amount of speculation as
to eventual military action across the
Rhine in case Germany does not reply
satisfactorily to the final note regard¬
ing the protocol.

12,000 Americans on Rhine
The American troops on the Rhine

now number about 12,000 men. No
question has as yet arisen whether
they would participate in any action
undertaken by the French and British,

Coercion is the only argument likely
to make an impression upon the Ger-
mans and induce them to sign the pro-
tocol of the peace treaty, which will
carry the pact into effect, this morn-

ing's newspapers assort in discussing
the secret session of the council of
five yesterday. That ample means ex¬
ist to pronounce and carry out an ulti¬
matum was demonstrated by the mar-
shall at the meeting, and it is reported
he undertook to put into execution the
plan he drafted last June, the mere
threat of which brought German pleni-
potentiaries to Versailles.
The "Echo de Paris" says Premier

Clemenceau and Marshal Foch stated;
the unexpected departure of the Ger¬
man delegates from Versailles and the
complicated points raised by the enemy
"leave no doubt whatever about the
necessity of taking action."

It is remarked by the "Petit Pari¬
sien" that Germany considers it has

Continued on page seven

Jenkins Free
By Order of
Pnebla Court
U. S. Consular Agent Is

A_1_-1 -- .. * »

MexicanBandits
Loot a Store in
Raidlnto Texas

Two Posses Take Up Pur¬
suit After Ranchman Is
Bound and Gagged and
Goods Carried ilfi

Police Chief and Taken
From Prison to Home

Prisoner Surprised
By Sudden Release

State Department Accepts
Action as an American
Diplomatic Victory
MEXICO CITY, Dec. 5,.William 0.

Jenkins, the American Consular Agent
at Puebla, was released at 10 o'clock
Thursday night by order of the judge
at Puebla, according to a dispatch
from that city filed there at 2:30 o'clock
this morning. Consul Jenkins retired
immediately to his home, the message
stated.
The freeing of Mr. Jenkins came as

a surprise to him. the dispatch adds.
He was awakened from his night's
sleep by Chief of Police Zavaleta, and
at once dressed himself, gathered to¬
gether his few belongings and was con-
veyed to his home. His release, it was
said, was not unexpected in Puebla.
Advices to "El Demócrata" state that

Consular Agent Jenkins was set free
after the authorities had been handed
a check for $500 (American) signed by
J. Salter Hansen, drawn on the Guar¬
anty Trust Company of New York.

It is declared that Mr. Hansen con-
ducted all the negotiations for the re-
lease,

WASHINGTON. Deo. 5..The Ameri¬
can Embassy in Mexico City reported
the release of Consular Agent Jenkins
in an official dispatch received by the
State Department this afternoon and
almost at the same time news dis¬
patches were received from Mexico
City which said a check for $500 had
been deposited with the civil authori¬
ties at Puebla.
This difference in the two reportsseemed to raise some doubt as to

whether Jenkins was released uncondi¬
tionally on the diplomatic representa¬tions of the United States government
or whether he had been released on
bail, as the Mexican authorities have
contended he could.
The State Department, however, took

the view that Jenkins had been re¬
leased on its diplomatic representa¬
tions and issued this statement:

"The release of William 0. Jenkins,
the American Consular Agent at
Puebla, Mexico, was reported late
this afternoon from the American
Embassy at Mexico City.
"The release of Consular Agent

Jenkins was brought about by urgent
diplomatic representations made bythis government and the resulting
investigation made by General Pablo
Gonzalez, who was sent to Puebla by
the Mexican government to investi¬
gate the facts in the case. The in¬
vestigations by General Gonzalez,
who war, at Paebla on December 3,
had then "

practically substantiated
the position taken by this govern¬
ment on behalf of Jenkins.
"Two peons from Santa Lucia ad¬

mitted to General Gonzalez that they
had made declarations against Jen¬
kins under threat of execution. Other
witnesses testified they had been
compelled to make false statements
against Jenkins under duress. One
witness was threatened with a pistol,
another suspended by 'a rope, and still
another beaten until he made his
declaration against Jenkins.
"These facts are shown in the

court record of the case."
Salter Hansen Unknown

Every effort was made here to-day
to check up on the cabled report from
Mexico City saying that according to
a Puebla dispatch to a Mexico City
newspaper Jenkins was released after
J. Salter Hansen had deposited a $500
check for bail. Officials of the State
Department said they had no informa¬
tion whatever concerning Hansen or
the question of bail, and that they
did not know Hansen. They stood on
the statement that the consular agent
had been released on demand of this
government.

In some quarters, however, there
was a suggestion that there may have
been a confusion of names, as Secre¬
tary Lansing announced that Third
Assistant Secretary Matthew E. Hanna
bad been sent, to Puebla in connec¬
tion with representations for the re¬
lease of Jenkins.

Officials declared, however, that even
if the names had been confused there
was no information here to indicate
that Hanna had put up bond, and, in
fact, they expressed utmost assurance
that he had not done so.

Reports from Jenkins since his ar¬
rest and personal letters from him to
relatives in this country have all
quoted him as being most determined
not to put up a cent of bail to obtain
his release. This fact was cited byofficials to support, their contention
that the release of the Consular Agent
was brought about "by urgent diplo¬
matic representations made by this
government and the resulting investi¬
gation made by General Gonzales, who
was sent to investigate the facts in
the case."

News Given to President
The embassy's dispatch reached the^State Department coincident with the

arrival at the White House of Senators
Continued on next page
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Special Correspondence
LAREDO, Texas, Dec. 5. Mexican

bandits last night raided Clareno
ranch, 50 miles south of here and nearZapata, Zapata County, on the RioGrande. They bound and gagged the
ranch store keeper, stole all his pro¬visions and escaped. Headquarters ofMexican customs guards and gen¬darmes are directly across the river
from the ranch^and a Carranza garri¬
son was stationed three miles south ofwhere the raid took place.To-day a bandit chase was in prog¬
ress, but up to a late hour no cap¬tures had been reported. The sheriff
of Zapata County heads one posse and
a company of rangers ordered frenahere by the Adjutant General of the
state this afternoon took up the hunt.j The Mexicans are. believed to be hid-
ing in the gulches on the American
side of the border.

, Special Correspondence
AUSTIN. Texas, Dec. 5..AdjutantG'-neral W. D. Cope was advised

to-day that a band of about twenty-five Mexican brigands last nightcrossed the Rio Grande near Zapata,Texas, and raided the store on the
ranch of Serapio Vela.
Captain W. H. Harrison, specialexaminer fcr the United States Senate

committee which is making investiga-tion of the Mexican situation, was at
Zapata when the raid occurred.

Suit Started
To Kffl'Dry9
Amendment

Vigilance League of New
York Brings First Action
to Contest Validity of
National Prohibition

New York Tribune
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON, Dec. 5.-The first
suit to contest the validity of the na-
tional prohibition amendment was
brought to-day in the Supreme Court
of the District of Columbia in behalf
cf the Vigilance League through its
counsel, Richard S. Harvey, of Wash-
ington, D. C.j Everett V. Abbott,
George W. Tucker and Benjamin
Tuska of New York City.
The league is an association of citi¬

zens of New York City in no manner
connected with any liquor interests.
Among its members are Professors
Franklin H. Giddings and Richard
Morse Hodge, of Columbia University;Ellwood Hendrick, president of the
Chemists' Club; Edward J. Shriver,president of the Reform Club; John"
Drew, president of the Players; HenryBacon, architect of the Lincoln Me¬
morial; Dr. John P. Davin, Dr. William
S. Gottheil, Oliver Herford, Charles
A. Pratt, George C. Riggs, Louis W.
Frothingham and John Wolcott Adams.
The proceedings take the form of a

petition for a writ of mandamus di¬
recting Robert Lansing, Secretary of
State, to recall and cancel the procla¬mation issued by Frank L. Polk on
January 29, 1919, certifying that the
Eighteenth Amendment had been dulyproposed and ratified.
A writ of mandamus would virtually

expunge the Eighteenth Amendment
from the published laws of the coun¬
try and from the Constitution of the
United States, and would therefore
arrest the enforcement of the amend¬
ment at its source.

If the decision of the Supreme Court
of the District of Columbia should be
adverse an appeal immediately will be
taken to the Supreme Court of the
United States, which will* open the
way for an early decision of the wnole
question of the validity of the Eigh¬teenth Amendment.
The suit is brought by Robert A.

Widenmann, of West Haverstraw,N. Y., as a citizen who has no pecu¬niary interest in the manufacture or
sale of alcoholic beverages. Its pur¬
pose is to establish the fact that all
the citizens of the United States,regardless of their business interests,
are vitally affected by the Eighteenth
amendment, which, it is declared,
never was properly submitted to the
several states, was not legally ratified
by two-thirds of the state legislatures,
and is wholly void, as being in direct
conflict with the purpose of the Con¬
stitution of the United States.
The point is made that if the Eigh¬teenth Amendment has been consti¬

tutionally adopted the prohibitionistshave discovered a method of destroy¬ing all the rights and liberties of
the people which are guaranteed ?s
inalienable by the Constitution, and
that if they have been successful there
is no longer either a Constitution, or
a federal or a republican form of
government.
There are many grounds upon which

the amendment is alleged to be in¬
valid. Most of them are wholly novel
and different from any that have
hitherto appeared in print.

It is asserted that the states can¬
not be deprived of their sovereignrights without their unanimous con¬
sent; that the people of the United
States cannot be deprived of their
inalienable rights even by a majority
vote of the people; ^hat the members
of Congress and of the state legisla¬
tures act only with delegated powers,and that these powers do not include
the power to surrender the sovereignrights of the states or impair or
abridge the inalienable rights of the
citizens.
-.-
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Nation'sChief
'Flat on Back'

jGreets Callers
Is Told Developments in

Situation Below Border ;
Tells Funny Story and
Quotes "Mr. Dooley"

Sends Humorous
Message to Moses
-ç-

Does Not Move Body or

Legs in Bed, According
to Statements by Fall
_

By Carter Field
New York Tribune
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON, Dec. 5..Senator
Fall and Senator Hitchcock spent
forty-five minutes with the Presi¬
dent this afternoon and afterward
reported to their colleagues that the
President's mind was as clear as a
bell.
The two Senators constituted a

sub-committee of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, which directed
them to seek a conference with the
President and ascertain his views on
Mexico.
On their return to the Capitol the

two Senators were besieged with
questions as to the President's con¬
dition. There was minor interest
in the errand which took them to the
White House. The release of Con-
sular Agent Jenkins had subordi¬
nated that, but it was apparent that
even if the sending of an army into
Mexico were a probability the first

j questions asked would still have
been about the President's health.

Humorous Message to "Moses"
This is a brief account of what

the Senators told :

The President is able to think
clearly, to speak without any noticc-
able difficulty in articulation and to
use both hands. His .ace is full and
his color good. He not only showed
himself able to grasp a situation,
but told one funny story and sent
a humorous message to "Dr." Moses,
the Senator whose personal letter
expressing the opinion that the Pres¬
ident had a brain lesion was print-
ed some months ago. This message
¡was regarded as most significant. It
showed that those protecting the
President had not hesitated to in¬
form him about the reports which
were being circulated about his
health.

Scores of rumors which have heen
circulated, quoting all sorts of au-

thorities, are killed by this informa¬
tion, all vouched for by Senator
Fall.

Paralysis Rumor Killed

Among the rumors disposed of are
those that the President's right side
was paralyzed, that it had affected

j his mouth and he could not speak
clearly, that his brain was affected,
that everything in the way of com-

ment on his condition was being kept
from him, that he was not capable of
writing any of the messages which
he had signed, that he was practic¬
ing writing with his left hand be-
cause his right was paralyzed, and
that he could not write at al!.
Senator Fall told his colleagues that

the President was covered up to his
neck as he lay almost flat on his back
in bed. He shook hands with both
Senators with his right hand. Ha
once reached his right arm acro.sd his
left and picked up a pi^er. For th«
entire forty-five minutes of the inter-
view Senator Fall did not see him move
his body or legs.
While Senator Hitchcock was busy

puncturing p-il the rumors which have
been circulating, he was told that it

j was learned the President had not
moved his body or legs during the'en«
tire interview.

"I cannot say as to that," Mr. Hitch¬
cock replied.
Senators were convinced after talk¬

ing with Mr. Fall and Mr. Hitchcock
that the President is mentally clear
but physically v¡n bad shape.

Relief Felt in Capitol
To-night no one in Congress doubta

that the President is as able mentally
to deal with governmental problems
as he ever has been, subject, of course
to the necessity of not presenting them
to him in too -quick successian and
thereby tiring him out physically..
The President put an old-time Wil¬

son punch, with the humorous twist,
in a message he sent to Senator Moses,through Senator Fall. Senator Moses
had written a constituent, some months
ago, that the President had a cerebral
lesion.

"I hope you will deliver a messagefor me to 'Dr.' Moses," the President
Is quoted by Senator Pall as having: Hid

!


